
Sustaining Ethical Aquatic Trade

A brief overview



What is your understanding of 

sustainability?
ÅWrite down on a piece of card  in your own language,

ÅYour name and organisation 

Åa characteristic or indicator of sustainable aquaculture as 
understood by one named stakeholder (please give the 
approximate meaning in English as well!)

Å Stakeholders are people or organizations who have interests in any 
aspect of aquaculture or may be positively or negatively affected by 

the aquaculture value chain

ÅPass to someone you donôt know to read out!



What is your understanding of 

sustainability?

ÅMultiple views and perspectives

ÅSustainability is a target , progress 
towards improved sustainability i.e. a 
process

ÅUse of indicators-but who decides or sets 
them?

ÅCan indicators be used locally in/near the 
site of production and be relevant to others 
elsewhere in the value chain?



Background and Objectives

ÅSeafood trade - highest value food sector

ÅAsia main EU supply ïrapid growth

ÅEU standards: food safety, (animal welfare)

ÅMarket standards: environmental, social

ÅHarmonisation?

ÅEvidence-based multidisciplinary approach

ÅEthical Aquatic Food Index (EAFI)
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Project Scope

Country/

Species
Tilapia

Pangasius 

Catfish

Marine 

Shrimp

Freshwater 

Prawns

China ãã ã ã ?

Vietnam ã ãã ãã (ã)

Thailand ã ã ãã ã

Bangladesh (ã) ã ãã ãã

Europe (ã) (o) (o) (o)



Emergent óseafoodô commodities

Giant Freshwater prawn Striped river catfish

Photo credit: Francis Murray



From discounted domestic product 

to export value-add

Tilapia
Photo credit Peter Edwards


